
   
 

   
 

 

This email is being sent to key committee contacts – please share with your group 
 

 
©National Trust Images/James Dobson : Rowing boats on the lake at Hatfield Forest 

Dear all, 
 
Welcome to the summer 2024 edition of our regional biannual Supporter Group Newsletter, timed to 
celebrate Volunteers’ Week. We’ve been hearing of such a positive start to the year, with summer outings 
getting fully booked, numerous long service awards presented, milestone anniversary celebrations being 
held, and also a mention to Essex & Suffolk NTV and Cambridge NTV’s collaboration within Ickworth’s 
Walled Garden, preparing the vegetable beds and borders. This month in particular sees the Solihull Centre 
celebrate their 50th anniversary at Baddesley Clinton, the region’s third longest running centre and 
association. We wish to pass our congratulations to all groups celebrating this year, and a massive thank 
you to each and every one of you dedicating your time supporting the National Trust.  
 

 
 

Further celebrations are being held across the region at National Trust places. Wicken Fen, Cambridgeshire, 
is marking a landmark 125 years, announcing restoration plans to help ensure rare fenland endures for 
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generations to come. More can be read here : nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/cambridgeshire/wicken-fen-
national-nature-reserve/wicken-fen-125th-anniversary  
 
And two very different properties in Essex are celebrating their centenarian year in the Trust’s care. 1924 
saw both Paycocke's House and Garden, Coggeshall, gifted by Lord Noel Buxton – a stunning Tudor 
merchant's house whose walls have more than a few stories to tell; and Hatfield Forest National Nature 
Reserve gifted by Edward North Buxton – the best surviving example in Britain of an almost complete Royal 
Hunting Forest.   At Paycocke’s, the house has been opened with a new 1920’s theme, with a brand new 
exhibition detailing the story of its restoration and years beyond.    Hatfield Forest welcomed a new 
interpretation in the Lake area and have announced the artistic engagement project with Kirsty Badenoch 
and Wayward through our partners at Essex Cultural Diversity Project.  
 
REGIONAL NEWS 
 
A Message from Anglesey Abbey 
 

“This year we received a donation from the South Bedfordshire 
Association, specifically to purchase a bench and new plants. 
Donations like this are very gratefully received and are really key 
in helping us to make Anglesey Abbey more accessible. This 
bench is situated by the river, looking towards Lode Mill. It’s a 
lovely spot to sit, and we’re sure it will become a favourite for 
our visitors, particularly as the new planting around it grows and 
blooms. It also provides a key rest-stop between some of our 
seasonal gardens, such as the Dahlia Garden and Herbaceous 
border. Having benches at regular intervals, means that visitors 
who need to sit down and rest frequently can go further and 
explore more of Anglesey Abbey.  

©National Trust/Issy Vetoshkina : Anglesey Abbey Herbaceous Border 

 
We would also like to say a huge thank you to the Woodford & District NT Centre for their kind donation 
which is being invested in the planting around the entrance to the site and in the Pinetum where we also have 
seating available from spring to autumn. Feedback that we get from visitors highlights just how important it is 
for people to be able to sit among nature and enjoy the green spaces and beautiful flowers in the garden. This 
project is still underway and when you next visit Anglesey Abbey, you’ll notice some changes as the gardening 
team continue working hard to create this new ‘wow’-factor upon arrival to the grounds.”  
 
For more information about Anglesey Abbey and visiting times, see nationaltrust.org.uk/angleseyabbey 
 
With thanks from Wightwick Manor 
 
Wightwick Manor, on the outskirts of Wolverhampton, is a Victorian half-timbered Manor House and home of 
the Mander family, with a world-class art collection and Morris and Co. interiors. The gardens were designed 
by Thomas Mawson in the arts and crafts style, with orchards, pools, formal gardens and a mathematical 
bridge, and the traditional Victorian kitchen garden features a heated Peach House with seasonally available 
produce to purchase.    

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/cambridgeshire/wicken-fen-national-nature-reserve/wicken-fen-125th-anniversary
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/cambridgeshire/wicken-fen-national-nature-reserve/wicken-fen-125th-anniversary
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/angleseyabbey


   
 

   
 

Andrea Thursby, Senior Collections and House Officer at 
Wightwick, has shared “Walsall NT Association have very 
generously given us donations this year that have enabled 
Wightwick Manor to purchase pots for the citrus plants, 
for our newly renovated Peach House, and also for the 
conservation and repair of the frame of our lovely picture 
of Effie Grey by GF Watts, which will enable us to get her 
back on display in the Drawing Room.”   
 
More information about Wightwick Manor can be found 
here : nationaltrust.org.uk/wightwickmanor  
 

© National Trust Images / Susan Guy. A view of the manor house at Wightwick Manor 
 
 
The perfect ingredients at Wimpole and Blickling 
 
Chef Ainsley Harriott has returned to screens in his brand-new 10 episode series, Ainsley’s National Trust 
Cook Off, currently airing on ITV1 and ITVX. It was filmed at three National Trust locations, with two being in 
the region: Blickling Estate in Norfolk and Wimpole Estate in Cambridgeshire.  Ainsley got the chance to meet, 
help and cook for some of the volunteers and staff that keep the gardens and parklands looking so incredible.   
Of his time with the Trust, Ainsley commented “Visiting the three locations has made me realise how much 
diversity there is in the National Trust. For example, at Wimpole Estate there’s a farm where this wonderful 
wheat is grown and then turned into flour, so that it can be distributed to all the other National Trust 
properties and used to make their ever-popular scones.  Did you know they serve more than 3 million a year?! 
Wow!”    
 
Tom Fradd, Head Gardener at Wimpole Estate reflects “Hosting Ainsley at the Wimpole Estate’s Walled 
Garden was a moment of immense joy and pride for us. 
Our space, cultivated with a unique style of growing, is not 
just a garden; it's a sanctuary where nature meets 
community.  The dedicated volunteers who connect to our 
cause and property make this space truly special. Our 
produce, a source of inspiration, is not just sold to our 
visitors; it's a contribution to the garden's sustenance, a 
cycle of growth and giving that defines the heart of 
Wimpole.” 
 
More information on Wimpole and Blickling can be found 
here : nationaltrust.org.uk/wimpole and 
nationaltrust.org.uk/blickling                                                           © National Trust Images / Claire Beale / Gerald Peachey /  

Arnhel De Serra. Tyntesfield, Blickling Estate and Wimpole Estate 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wightwickmanor
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wimpole
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/blickling


   
 

   
 

Welcome to the Blossom Branch 
 
Blossoms are a beautiful symbol of spring and nature. It has the power to lift our spirits and signifies new 
beginnings. The Trust is working with the community in Balsall 
Heath to plant 300 blossoming trees in the area for everyone to 
enjoy.  
 
As part of this exciting project, the Blossom Branch opened on 
Ladypool Road in Birmingham and is inviting people in the area 
to drop in. This specially designed space celebrates all things to 
do with nature through an exciting programme of events, talks 
and workshops.  
 
Open four days a week until December, the Blossom Branch is a 
wonderful community effort and hopes to connect more people 
to nature. For more information, please see 
nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/birmingham-west-midlands/blossom-
in-balsall-heath  

© National Trust Images / Shaun Fellows. Blossom Branch pop up location 
 
 
 
Summer events 
 
With summer here, National Trust places across the region have a full programme of events. We’re eager to 
share what can fill your long summer evenings with relaxation and laughter alongside friends and family, for 
memorable out-of-hours entertainment, across historic sites. There are enchanting theatre performances to 
enjoy such as Jemima Puddle Duck (Upton House, Clumber Park and Hatfield Forest), Treasure Island 
(Greyfriars House and Shaws Corner), Hamlet (Anglesey Abbey, Clumber Park, Coughton Court, Wimpole and 
Packwood), and A Midsummer Night's Dream (Ickworth, Dudmaston, Sutton Hoo, Clumber Park and 
Wimpole). Outdoor cinema experiences hosted by Adventure Cinema at Attingham, Calke Abbey, Croome, 
Clumber Park, Hardwick and Shugborough.  Live music performances from choirs at The Firs, UK Proms at 
Attingham Park and Classic Ibiza orchestra and DJ’s at Blicking, and bands including the Derwent Valley Wind 
Band at Kedleston Hall. Or book your place on one of our evening experiences with our experts, from bat 
walks to dusk safaris. More can be found here : nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/whats-on/outdoor-spots-for-theatre-
music-and-film  
 
Alongside the evening events this summer, taking place over the 6 weeks of the summer holidays and set 
against the backdrop of the National Trust's historic houses and beautiful gardens, Summer of Play activities 
will have a family-festival feel. Designed with families in mind Summer of Play activities will be dotted around, 
so there'll be plenty of space to enjoy the games and activities as well as picnicking spots, shady rest areas and 
of course, toilets, cafes and pop-ups offering food and drink. Over 190 National Trust places, including 49 
within Midlands and East of England, will be hosting Summer of Play activities, sponsored by Starling Bank.  
Further information on activities taking place on each day of the summer holidays can be found here : 
nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/family-friendly 
 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/birmingham-west-midlands/blossom-in-balsall-heath
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/birmingham-west-midlands/blossom-in-balsall-heath
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/whats-on/outdoor-spots-for-theatre-music-and-film
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/whats-on/outdoor-spots-for-theatre-music-and-film
https://nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/family-friendly


   
 

   
 

Other upcoming events in our region include: 
 

Anglesey Abbey Cambridgeshire Exhibition: Artists of East Anglia May – Oct 
Attingham Park Shropshire *Photography workshops with Lindsey 

Bucknor OBE 
02 & 04 July 

Belton Estate Lincolnshire Belton Gardens Tour 
Paint the Gardens 

May - Aug 
May - Nov 

Brockhampton Herefordshire Apple Day 05 Oct 
Canons Ashby Northamptonshire Flutterby butterfly trail 

*Bat Walk 
May – Sept 
07 & 21 Sept 

Carding Mill 
Valley and the 
Long Mynd 

Shropshire Archaeology Display 
Archaeology Family Fun Days 
*Talk by Stewart Ainsworth - Bodbury 
Ring: a new perspective 

22 – 28 July 
23 & 26 July 
24 July 

Clumber Park Nottinghamshire Weekly Dog Walk  
Family Fun Dog Show 

Every Wednesday 
08 Sept 

Coughton Court Warwickshire Artizan Bazaar 05 & 06 Oct 
Croome Worcestershire *History of RAF Defford walk May - Dec 
Dunstable Downs Bedfordshire Kites Connect Festival: a celebration of 

culture and kites 
17 & 18 Aug 

Dunwich Heath Suffolk *Pond dipping and Bug basement 
sessions 

May - Sept 

Flatford Suffolk *Mill to Mill Swim 11 Aug 
Hardwick Hall Derbyshire Material Power: Let the textiles do the 

talking 
Workshops : Specialist Craft Open Days 

May – Nov 
 
25 Jul, 07 Sept 

Heigham Holmes Norfolk Ranger Walk: Red, Muntjac or Chinese 
Deer? 

18 & 24 Nov,  
08 Dec 

Ickworth Suffolk Exhibition: Ickworth - A Design 
Masterpiece  

March - Oct  

Ilam Park Staffordshire *Outdoor Theatre: Secret Diary of Henry 
VIII 

04 Aug 

Kedleston Hall Derbyshire *Evening Tour with the Head Gardener 
Archery : Drop in sessions 

17 July 
07 ,14, 21 & 28 Aug 

Kinver Edge and 
the Rock Houses 

Staffordshire *Rag Rug craft workshop 
*Rag Wreath craft workshop 

18 June 
08 Oct, 19 Nov 

Paycocke’s  Essex 1920’s Weekend 29 & 30 June 
Shaw’s Corner Hertfordshire *Saturday Night at the Shaw's 22 June 
Wightwick Manor West Midlands *Adult Needle Felting Workshop - 

Hummingbirds 
29 June 

*Additional cost and/or prebooking applicable, please check the website or call 0344 249 1895 
 
For all other local events, as well as further information including specific dates and times on the above, please 
look at nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/whats-on or the property’s own page. 
 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/whats-on


   
 

   
 

USEFUL INFORMATION 
 
Committee Changes 
If your group has had any changes to committee members, including any contact details, please do let us 
know. Keeping our database current ensures we are in touch with the correct people, so everyone who needs 
to be is kept up to date.   
 
Donations 
Your donations are always appreciated and make such a difference to the places we all love. If your group is 
looking to donate, our property teams are available to share what projects or appeals are on-going and would 
benefit from your valued donation. If you've not already built a relationship with them or would like to be 
introduced to a place further afield, please send us an email and we'll help you connect with the right team. All 
our places are also continuing to welcome donations to their specified funds, such as buildings, collections, 
gardens or countryside. If your group wishes to donate to one of these, they too are welcomed as much as 
specified projects as they allow our teams to use your donation where the need is greatest in that area. Our 
property teams will keep in touch with you about any updates. 

 
Website updates 
Please continue to check your entry on the National Trust website to ensure your groups information is 
correct, including any event listings, meeting locations, or membership costs if stated. If anything needs an 
update, send us an email and we’ll be able to change this for you. We're also happy to share any stories you 
have around what you've been working on, funded, or want to raise the profile of with our property teams, 
just let us know. 
 
 
If you would like to share anything in the upcoming December’s newsletter, or would just like to get in touch, 
please email our team at supportergroupsMEE@nationaltrust.org.uk.  This newsletter has also been 
reproduced as a PDF for easy printing. Please let us know if this is helpful. 
 
Best wishes, 
Jenny, Alex, Lynne and Richard 
MEE Supporter Groups team 

© National Trust.  For everyone, for ever 
Registered office:  Heelis, Kemble Drive, Swindon, Wiltshire SN2 2NA 
The National Trust is an independent registered charity, number 205846.  
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